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CONTINUED DEFICIT IN CATERING FOR NEUROLOGICAL CONDITIONS

The Report of the Committee to review Neurology and Neurophysiology Services of 2003 recommended the appointment of 39 neurologists. Since 2003 the population has increased further, and at present there are still only 17 neurologists appointed to public posts i.e approx 1 neurologist to 250,000 people. 

3 million euro was allocated last year to neurology which was to include the establishment of 4 consultant neurologists. As yet, none of these have been appointed.

In the budget this year, 4 million euro has been allocated to neuroscience. This is clearly insufficient to address the crisis in neurology and neurosurgery. A massive investment in integrated care of neurological conditions is urgently required.

Dr. Orla Hardiman, Irish Institute of Clinical Neuroscience.
